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introductionIntroduction

mission statementMission Statement

strategic plan 2006-2009Strategic Plan 2006-2009

The Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council is an
independent statutory agency charged with
responsibility for standards, education and training in
the field of pre-hospital emergency care in Ireland.

The Council was established as a body corporate by
the Minister for Health and Children by Statutory
Instrument Number 109 of 2000 (Establishment
Order) which was amended by Statutory Instrument

Number 575 of 2004 (Amendment Order). These
Orders were made under the Health (Corporate
Bodies) Act, 1961 as amended.

The membership of the Council is defined in the
Statutory Instrument as consisting of not more than
seventeen persons who shall be appointed by the
Minister.

The Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council protects
the public by specifying, reviewing, maintaining and
monitoring standards of excellence for the delivery of

quality pre-hospital emergency care for people in
Ireland.

STRATEGIC PLAN 2006-2009

The Strategic Plan links the Mission Statement to
Council functions, governance and administrative
support objectives.The specific strategies associated
with each individual objective are detailed.The
Strategic Plan gives clear direction and focus.

Council’s Functions Objectives are

1.To ensure training institutions and course content in
First Response and Emergency Medical Technology
reflect contemporary best practice.

2.To ensure pre-hospital emergency care responders
and practitioners achieve and maintain competency at
the appropriate performance standard.

3.To sponsor and promote the implementation of
best practice guidelines in pre-hospital emergency
care.

4.To source, sponsor and promote relevant research
to guide Council directions and the development of
pre-hospital emergency care.

5.To recommend other pre-hospital emergency care
standards as appropriate.
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chairman’s statementChairman’s Statement 
It is with great pleasure that I introduce Council’s
Annual Report for the year ending 31st December
2006, the seventh since its establishment in 2000.

During 2006, the Director and Staff of Council have
worked actively with the Department of Health and
Children, with the National Ambulance Service and
with other relevant groups and organisations in a
partnership approach to the development and
enhancement of Pre-Hospital Emergency Care.

Following a review of Council’s achievements against
its first Strategic Plan 2002-2005 and a workshop in
May, Council signed off on its second Strategic Plan
2006-2009 to guide Council and Committee
operations over the coming years.

As part of its commitment to best practice in
governance, the Audit Committee completed its first
full year in 2006 of supporting and advising Council on
internal control including corporate governance and
audit matters.

Sentinal achievements in 2006 include:

- the commencement in early 2006 of the 6th
only statutory health professional register after
Doctors, Nurses, Dentists, Opticians and
Pharmacists; there are 1,311 registrants (53
Advanced Paramedics, 1,207 Paramedics and 51
EMTs) at the end of 2006;

- the establishment of an Out-of-Hospital Cardiac
Arrest Register (OHCAR) in association with
the HSE and the University of Galway;

- the establishment of a pre-hospital research
centre in conjunction with the University of
Limerick;

- the publication in December 2006 of PHECC
Standards that ascribe training and education
requirements in 6 levels across the broad range
of responders (Cardiac First Response,
Occupational First Aid, Emergency First
Response) and registered pre-hospital
emergency care practitioners (Emergency
Medical Technician, Paramedic,Advanced
Paramedic);

My appreciation goes out
to the members of
Council and the various
Committees whose
commitment and
enthusiasm continue to
realise the PHECC
vision.

I would like on behalf of
Council to thank the Director, Dr. Geoff King, the
Registrar, Mr. Barry O’Sullivan, and all the PHECC
Team for their hard work and commitment, which has
been and remains crucial to the progress being made.
Council is conscious of the tremendous increase in
the workload in recent years, and fully supports the
Director in his efforts to secure additional staffing to
ensure the continuing work of Council to the high
standard which has always been its hallmark.

On behalf of Council, I would like to extend our
appreciation to the Department of Health and
Children for their support and funding.

Paul Robinson, Chairman
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council membershipCouncil Membership
Membership of the Council on the 31st
December 2006

Mr. Michael Garry 
District Officer,

Dublin Fire Brigade

Mr. Pat McCreanor
Chief Ambulance Officer,

HSE Eastern Region Ambulance Service

Mr. Martin Gallagher
Healthcare Management Consultant

Mr. Macartan Hughes
Director,

National Ambulance Service College

Mr. Frank O’Malley 
Paramedic,

HSE Mid Western Area

Mr. David Hall
Company Director,

Private Ambulance Service

Mr. Pat Hanafin
Paramedic,

HSE Southern Area

Chair
Clinical Care Committee  

Mr. Sean Creamer
Advanced Paramedic,

HSE Eastern Region Ambulance Service 

Vice-Chairman

Prof. Gerard Bury
Professor of General Practice,

UCD

Chairman  

Mr. Paul Robinson
HealthCare Management

Consultant

Chair
Medical Advisory Group

Mr. Mark Doyle
Consultant Emergency Medicine,

HSE South Eastern Area 

Mr. Pat Gaughan
Healthcare Management Consultant

Mr. John Duggan
Paramedic,

HSE Southern Area 

Chair
Control Working Group

Mr. Gabriel Glynn
Paramedic, HSE Western Area

Chair
Accreditation Committee

Ms. Julie Woods
Registered Nurse
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council committeesCouncil Committees
CLINICAL CARE COMMITTEE

To consider and advise on operational aspects of
clinical care matters for/under consideration by
Medical Advisory group (MAG), the Accreditation
Committee and Council.

Mr. Sean Creamer Chair

Mr. Paul Robinson Chair of Council

Prof. Gerard Bury Vice Chair of Council

Mr. Mark Doyle Chair Medical Advisory
Group

Ms. Julie Woods Chair Accreditation
Committee

Mr. Pat Hanafin Public Sector EMT

Mr. John Duggan Public Sector EMT

Mr. David Hall Consumers
Representative

Mr. Pat Gaughan Council Member

Mr. Dave Sherwin Dublin Fire Brigade (DFB)

Mr. Philip Lane HSE Project Management
Unit 

Mr. Pat Grant CAO’s Association

ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE

To make recommendations to Council in relation to
recognition of Training Institutions for education and
training in Emergency Medical Technology.

Ms. Julie Woods Chair

Mr. Paul Robinson Chair of Council

Prof. Gerard Bury Vice Chair of Council

Mr. Sean Creamer Chair Clinical Care
Committee

Mr. Mark Doyle Chair MAG

Mr. Gabriel Glynn Public Sector EMT

Mr. Frank O’Malley Public Sector EMT

Mr. David Hall Consumers
Representative

Ms. Ursula Byrne Education and Training,
Nursing

Mr. Macartan Hughes National Ambulance
Service College

Mr. Michael Garry Dublin Fire Brigade

Prof. Paul Finucane Education and Training,
Medical 

Dr. David McManus Northern Ireland
Ambulance Service

Mr. Stephen McMahon Irish Patients Association

EXAMINATION QUALITY
COMMITTEE

To quality assure the NQEMT Examination and make
recommendations to the appropriate Committee(s):

Dr. Geoff King Chair

Mr. Sean Creamer

Mr. Brian Power

Ms. Pauline Dempsey

Mr. Shane Knox

Dr. Mags Burke

APPEALS COMMITTEE

To consider appeals made to the Director on the
same day as the examination (practical) and within
four weeks of the examination result being made
available (theory).A member must not be a member
of the Quality Committee for the said examination.

Prof. Paul Finucane Chair

Mr. David Hall

Mr. John Duggan

Mr. Frank O’Malley

Mr. Gabriel Glynn

AUDIT COMMITTEE

• To examine the adequacy of the nature, extent,
and effectiveness of the accounting and internal
control systems.

• To complement, enhance and support the
internal audit function.

Mr. Con Foley Chair

Mr. Seoirse Ó hAodha Finance specialist

Mr. David Hall Member of Council

Mr. Martin Gallagher Management
representative from
Council

Ms. Pauline Dempsey Staff member of PHECC



06

council committees continued . . .Council Committees continued . . .
MEDICAL ADVISORY GROUP
To consider medical matters as referred to it by
Council, the Clinical Care or Accreditation
Committees or the PHECC office and to report to
Council through the Clinical Care Committee.

1. Medical Advisor – Ambulance Service (generic)
Mr. Mark Doyle Chair
Mr. Stephen Cusack HSE Southern Area -

Medical Advisor
Mr. Connor Egleston HSE North Eastern Area -

Medical Advisor
Dr. John O’Donnell HSE Western Area -

Medical Advisor
Dr. Cathal O’ Donnell HSE Mid Western Area -

Medical Advisor
Mr. Richard Lynch HSE Midland Area -

Medical Advisor
Dr. Mags Bourke NATS - Medical Advisor/

Anaesthetist 
Mr. Peter O’Connor DFB - Medical Advisor

2.Training and Development Officer – Ambulance
Service (generic)

Mr. Danny O’Regan HSE Southern Area -
T&D Officer

Mr. John Burton HSE Mid Western Area -
T&D Officer

Mr. Brendan Whelan HSE Midland Area -
T&D Officer (Acting)

Mr. Declan Lonergan HSE Eastern Area -
T&D Officer 

Mr. Lawrence Kenna HSE Eastern Region -
T&D Officer 

Mr. Fergus McCarron HSE North Western Area
- T&D Officer 

Mr. Michael Seaman HSE North Eastern Area-
T&D Officer

Mr.Vincent O’Connor HSE Western Area -
T&D Officer

3.Training Institutions accredited by PHECC
(generic)

Mr. Macartan Hughes NASC
Mr. Martin O’ Reilly DFB - Training Officer

4.Two representatives from Northern Ireland
Ambulance Service analogous to (1) & (2) 

Mr. Brian McNeill Head of Training & Quality
Assurance (NIAS)

Dr. David McManus Medical Director (NIAS)

5.The Chairs of both the Clinical Care and
Accreditation Committees (generic)

Mr. Sean Creamer Chair of Clinical Care
Committee

Ms. Julie Woods Chair of Accreditation
Committee/Registered
Nurse

6.The Chair and Vice-Chair of Council (generic)
Mr. Paul Robinson Chair of Council
Prof. Gerard Bury Vice Chair of Council /

General Practitioner

7. One each of Emergency Medicine Physician,
General Practitioner, Paediatrician (currently an
individual appointment),Anaesthetist, and
Registered Nurse where not already a member by
way of (1) to (7).

CONTROL WORKING GROUP

To recommend to Council on the following:
• Determine the merit in proposing the awarding

of National Qualification in Emergency Medical
Technology (Controller)

• Identify the essential components of initial
training and Continuing Professional
Development (that need to be accommodated in
drafting curricula)

• Identify other issues in relation to Control that
require definition and development and that are
within the PHECC’s remit and recommend to
Council how they might best be progressed.

Mr. Gabriel Glynn Chair
Prof. Gerry Bury Professor of General

Practice
Mr. Sean Creamer Chair Clinical Care

Committee
Mr. Brendan Crowley Controller HSE Southern

area
Mr. Pat McCreanor Chief Ambulance Officer

HSE Eastern Region
Mr.William Merriman Controller HSE Eastern

Region
Mr. John Moody Controller DFB
Mr. Hugh O’Neill Assistant Chief Fire

Officer DFB
Mr. Gabe McClean NI Ambulance Service
Mr. Joe Smith Communications Officer

HSE North Eastern Area
Mr. Shane Knox Training Instructor NASC
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director’s statementDirector’s Statement
In this annual report we update our progress and
anticipate the challenges for the coming year.

I would like to acknowledge the Chair and all Council
members for their efforts and their commitment
throughout the last year. In conjunction with the
dedicated work of the PHECC team a lot has been
achieved in 2006:

• PHECC continues to conduct national
examinations for Paramedics (the 14th in Sept)
and Advanced Paramedics (the 4th in progress)
and by the end of 2006 these have been
successfully completed by nearly 500 Paramedics
and over 50 Advanced Paramedics;

• the first Advanced Paramedics in Ireland
graduated in 2005 and we now have 53 in
number nationally;

• the Clinical Practice Guidelines published for
EMT, Paramedic and Advanced Paramedic
practice are in the process of being developed
and expanded to guide practice across the 6
levels of the new Education and Training
Standards;

• the National Patient Care Report (PCR) is now
deployed, and an electronic PCR has been
developed and is currently being piloted in HSE
areas and Dublin Fire Brigade;

• the national project (Medical Emergency
Responders Integration & Training, MERIT) has
been rolled out by University College Dublin
(UCD) to facilitate appropriate roles for General
Practitioners in pre-hospital care, in
collaboration with Ambulance Services, and is
now active in 5 of 10 HSE areas;

• PHECC has
continued with its
programme of
spatial analysis
research to guide
optimal deployment
of ambulances,
Advanced
Paramedics and
Responders;

• Standards have been commissioned for
Controller training;

• continued engagement occurs with the private,
voluntary and auxiliary sectors involved in pre-
hospital care.

The 1990 Report “Building Healthier Hearts” (also
known as the Cardiovascular Strategy) led to the
establishment of PHECC. PHECC participated in the
Task Force on Sudden Cardiac Death and its report
launched by the Minister for Health and Children, An
Táiniste, Mary Harney,T.D., in March 2006 makes 75
recommendations, over 45 of which are relevant to
PHECC and over 35 directly relate to PHECC. This
report will be pivotal in guiding PHECC’s work
programmes in the coming years.

Dr. Geoff King, Director
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PHECC teamPHECC Team

Director: Dr Geoff King

Deputy Director & Registrar: Barry O’Sullivan

Programme Development Officers: Pauline Dempsey
Brian Power
Jacqueline Egan

Assistant to the Director /
Council Secretary: Marian Spence /

Patricia Leng

Support Staff: Sylvia O’Mahony
John Lally
Sharon Gallagher
Liz Dempsey
Claire Finn
Jill Mason

Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council

Abbey Moat House
Abbey Street
Naas, Co Kildare
Ireland

Telephone: +353 (45) 882042
Fax: +353 (45) 882089
E-Mail: info@phecc.ie
URL: www.phecc.ie

Support Officers
Programme

Development

Support Officers
General

Administration & ICT
Clerical Officers

DIRECTOR

Programme
Development

Officers

Deputy Director
&

Registrar

Council
Secretary/Assistant

to the Director
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financial statementFinancial Statement
For The Year ended
31st December 2006
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