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1. Chair's Business

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies were noted. Ms Evelyn Murphy, who has recently 

joined PHECC, and is replacing Ms Margaret Bracken as Council secretariat, was introduced to the members. 

The Chair stated the following: 

1. Congratulations were acknowledged for the PHECC Practitioners and emergency services who

worked so hard during the recent bad weather.

2. Condolences were expressed to Mr Brian Power, Programme Development Officer, on the recent

death of his father.

3. The first anniversary of the Rescue 116 tragedy was noted by the members.

2. Minutes & Matters arising

2.1 Draft Minutes January 2018*

The draft minutes from the January 2018 meeting were presented for consideration. Discussion took

place and amendments were noted on 3.2 under item 2.2 matters arising, and item 4.1, and agreed.

Resolution: Council approve the minutes of the January 2018 meeting with noted amendments. 

Proposed: Patrick Plunkett 

Carried without dissent 

Seconded: Pat Hanafin 



2.2 Matters arising from January meeting 





Committee, Professor Patrick Plunkett, and Dr Mick Molloy, for representing PHECC at the Coroner's 

Court. A discussion ensued as to how Council can be made aware of pending cases in the Coroner 1s Court 

relating to pre-hospital emergency care. 

Resolution: Council request the Executive inform Council of matters relating to pre-hospital emergency 

care which may require PHECC representation in the Coroner's Court. 

Proposed: Prof Plunkett 

Carried without dissent 

Seconded: Pat Hanafin 

PHECC through our legal representatives are maintaining a watching brief on an ongoing Court 

Case involving a PHECC registrant. If appropriate this matter will also be referred to the 

Preliminary Proceedings Sub-Committee of the Fitness to Practice Committee. 

A discussion ensued regarding promoting awareness of PHECC and bringing PHECC to the attention of 

the Coroner's Society of Ireland, Sports Council Ireland, and the Minister for Sport and Tourism. It was 

agreed that PHECC need to be more pro-active. The members were informed that the executive have 

commenced engagement with National Sporting Bodies and an update report will be included the 

meeting papers for the April meeting. 

Resolution: Council request the Executive to write to the Coroner's Society of Ireland promoting the role 

and function of PHECC. 

Proposed: Mick Molloy 

Carried without dissent 

5. Education and Standards

Seconded: Pat Hanafin 

Draft Terms of Reference for the Examiner Panel, Examination Quality Panel and Test Item Writing Panel 

were included in the Council papers. 

5.1 Terms of Rr.ference: 

5.1.1 Examiner Panel 

Resolution: Council approve the Examiner Panel Terms of Reference. 

Proposed: Tess O'Donovan 

Carried without dissent 

5.1.2 Examination Quality Panel 

Seconded: Jimmy Jordan 

Resolution: Council approve the Examination Quality Panel Terms of Reference. 

Proposed: Tess O'Donovan 

Carried without dissent 

Seconded: Fiona McDaid 



5.1.3 Test Item Writing Panel 



Resolution: Council approve Council policy and procedures for appeals POL019 with membership 

increased to 7 members. 

Proposed: Hillery Collins 

Carried without dissent 

7. Research

7.1 CPR 2017 Annual Report

Seconded: Pat Hanafin 

Centre for Prehospital Research Annual Report to PHECC for 2017 was included in the meeting papers

for information. A mechanism for enabling registrants submit feedback was discussed. It was agreed

that the Medical Advisory Committee and the Programme Development Officers will discuss this further

on the recommendation of Council.

8. Governance and Finance

8.1 Comptroller and Auditor General

8.1.1 OCAG Cert 2016 Financial Statements 

The report from the Comptroller and Auditor General in relation to the PHECC 2016 Financial 

Statements along with notification that statements have been laid before both houses of the 

Oireachtas were contained in the Council papers for noting. 

8.1.2 Correspondence re Financial Statements 

A letter from the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) in relation to the Financial Statements and the 

timeliness of their presentation were included for noting. 

The Secretary General of the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform has issued new guidance 

for the preparation of annual financial statements under the Code of Practice for the Governance of 

State Bodies. A Guide to the implications for the annual financial statements and the annual report 

was included in the meeting papers. These documents have been sent to the Compliance and Audit 

Committee for consideration. There will be material consequences for the manner in which accounts 

are presented in the future. 

8.1.3 OCAG Engagement Letter 2017 Audit 

Correspondence from OCAG with respect to the PAC letter was included for noting. 

8.2 DPER - Public Sector Travel Circular 

The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform have issued a circular relating to the processing of 

expenses for public sector employees and this has also been sent to the Compliance and Audit 

Committee for consideration. The DPER public sector travel circular sets out new procedures to be 

followed where staff of one public service body incur expenses arising from work undertaken on behalf 

of another public service body. This will be implemented once arrangements have been completed 

with the appropriate employers. Tess O'Donovan volunteered to co-ordinate this matter for the HSE 

Council members. 






