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Pre-Hospital Emergency Care Council - Advisory Note, 30 September 2019 

Coroners (Amendment) Act 2019 

Dear Registrant, 

The Coroners (Amendment) Act 2019 has direct implications for PHECC registrants. Failure to 

comply with the relevant provisions of the Act may result in a summary conviction or a class 

B fine. This advisory notice is therefore to advise you of the requirements of PHECC 

registrants under this Act. 

The Coroners (Amendment) Act 2019 will come into operation on 16th September 2019 

following the signing of SI 448 of 2019, Coroners (amendment) Act 2019 (Commencement) 

Order by the Minister of Justice. 

Whereas the Act has a lot of detail about the role and function of Coroners, it has inserted a 

new section into law on the mandatory reporting of death by specific categories of people, 

which includes PHECC registered practitioners. The Act also outlines the circumstances of 

death which are 'reportable deaths' to a Coroner. It should be noted that under the Act the 

obligation to report the death to a Coroner is considered to be discharged if the death is 

reported to a member of An Garcia Sfochana. 

Reportable deaths include; 

(a) the death of a person which occurred either directly or indirectly­

(i) in a violent or unnatural manner or by unfair means,

(ii) by misadventure,

(iii) unexpectedly and from unknown causes or in an unexplained manner,

(iv) as a result of negligence, misconduct or malpractice on the part of others, or

(v) in such circumstances as may, in the public interest, require investigation.

(b) the death of a person which occurred, either directly or indirectly, from any cause other

than natural illness or disease (for which the person had been treated by a registered

medical practitioner within one month before his or her death)

(c) the death of a person which occurred at a place or in circumstances which require that

an inquest should be held.

Persons obliged to report death to coroner 

A person specified in the Act shall, as soon as practicable after becoming aware of a reportable 

death, report the death to the coroner for the district in which the body is lying. (unless he or 

she has reasonable grounds for believing that the death has already been reported to the 

coroner by another person specified) 
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